a). Amendments to the Claims 



1 . (Currently Amended) A process for preparing a 1 ,3-benzodioxole-2- 
spirocycloalkane derivative represented by formula (VII) 




(VII) 

(wherein R 1 represents hydroxy, or substituted or unsubstituted lower alkoxy; R 2 represents 
substituted or unsubstituted aryl, or a substituted or unsubstituted aromatic heterocyclic 
group; and n represents an integer of from 1 to 6), which comprises comprises: 
treating a compound represented by formula (I) 
R 1 




COOH 
(I) 



(wherein R l has the same meaning as defined above) with hydrogen 
iodide to give a compound represented by formula (II) 



R 1 




COOH 



(ID 

2 



(wherein has the same meaning as defined above) ; 
allowing the resulting compound represented by the above formula 
(II) to react with a compound represented by. formula (III) 

OCH 3 

4 

("I) 

(wher e in n has th e sam e m e aning as d e fin e d above) to give a 
compound represented by formula (IV) 




COOH 
(IV) 

(wh e r e in R * and n have th e same meanings as d e fin e d above 

respectiv e ly) ; 

converting the resulting compound represented by the above formula 
(IV) into a compound represented by formula (V) 




(V) 

(wherein and n have th e sam e m e anings as d e fined abov e 
respectively; and Y represents lower alkyl, lower alkenyl, lower alkynyl, substituted or 



unsubstituted aralkyl, substituted or urisubstituted aryl, or a substituted or unsubstituted 

aromatic heterocyclic group); 

adding a base to a mixture containing the resulting compound 

represented by the above formula (V) and a compound represented by formula (VI) 

R 2 -CH 3 
(VI) 

(wherein R 2 has the same meaning as defined above) ; 
and allowing the compound represented by the above formula (V) to 
react with the compound represented by the above formula (VI). 

2. (Currently Amended) A process for preparing a 1 ,3-benzodioxole-2- 
spirocycloalkane derivative represented by formula (VII) 




(VII) 

l 3 1 

(wherein R V-R and n hav e th e same meanings as d e fin e d abov e r e spectiv e ly) R 
represents hydroxy, or substituted or unsubstituted lower alkoxv; R 2 represents substituted 
or unsubstituted aryl, or a substituted or unsubstituted aromatic heterocyclic group; and n 
represents an integer of from 1 to 6), which comprises comprises: 



4 



adding a base to a mixture containing a compound represented by 

formula (V) 



cjm. 



cr o 
i 

Y 
(V) 

(wherein R 4 , n and Y hav e th e sam e meanings as d e fin e d above 
respectiv e ly Y represents lower alkvL lower alkenyh lower alkynvL substituted or 
unsubstituted aralkyh substituted or unsubstituted arvL or a substituted or unsubstituted 
aromatic heterocyclic group ) 

and a compound represented by formula (VI) 

R 2 -CH 3 
(VI) 

(wh e r e in R 3 has th e same meaning as defin e d above) ; 
and allowing the compound represented by the above formula (V) to 
react with the compound represented by the above formula (VI). 

3. (Original) The process for preparing a l,3-benzodioxole-2- 
spirocycloalkane derivative according to Claim 1 or 2, wherein the base is lithium 
bis(trimethylsilyl)amide. 

4. (Original) The process for preparing a l,3-benzodioxole-2- 

spirocycloalkane derivative according to Claim 3, wherein the reaction temperature when 

5 



the compound represented by formula (V) reacts with the compound represented by 
formula (VI) is between -10°C and 50°C. 



5. (Currently Amended) The process for preparing a 1 ,3-benzodioxole- 
2-spirocycloaIkane derivative according to any on e of Claims 1 to 4 Claiml or 2 , wherein 
Y is w-butyl. 

6. (Currently Amended) A process for preparing a l,3-benzodioxole-2- 
spirocycloalkane derivative represented by formula (VII) 




(VII) 

(wherein and n hav e th e same m e anings as d e fin e d abov e respectively R 1 represents 

hydroxy, or substituted or unsubstituted lower alkoxv; R 2 represents substituted or 
unsubstituted aryh or a substituted or unsubstituted aromatic heterocyclic group; and n 
represents an integer of from 1 to 6 \ which comprisis comprises: 

allowing a compound represented by formula (II) 
R 1 




COOH 
(II) 

6 



(wherein R 4 " has the same meaning as defined above) to react with a 
compound represented by formula (III) 

OCH 3 
(III) 

(wh e r e in n r e pr e s e nts an int e g e r of from 1 to 6) to give a compound 
represented by formula (IV) 




COOH 
(IV) 

(wherein R 4 " and n have the same meanings as defined above) ; 
converting the resulting compound represented by the above formula 
(I V) into a compound represented by formula (V) 




(V) 

(wherein R 4 ^ n and Y hav e th e same m e anings as d e fined abov e 
r e spectively Y represents lower alkvh lower alkenvK lower alkynvK substituted or 
unsubstituted aralkyh substituted or unsubstituted arvL or a substituted or unsubstituted 
aromatic heterocyclic group ); 



7 



adding a base to a mixture containing the resulting compound 

represented by the above formula (V) and a compound represented by formula (VI) 

R 2 -CH 3 
(VI) 

(wh e r e in R 2 has th e same m e aning as d e fined abov e ) ; 
and allowing the compound represented by the above formula (V) to 
react with the compound represented by the above formula (VI). 

7. (Currently Amended) A process for preparing a compound 
represented by formula (IV) 



COOH 
(IV) 

(wherein R 4 ^ and n hav e the sam e meanings as d e fin e d abov e resp e ctiv e ly R 1 represents 
hydroxy, or substituted or unsubstituted lower alkoxv; and n represents an integer of from 
1 to 6 ), which compris e s comprises: 

allowing a compound represented by formula (II) 




(II) 

(wh e r e in R 4 " has th e sam e meaning as d e fined abov e ) to react with a 
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compound represented by formula (III) 

OCH 3 

(III) 

(wherein n has the same meaning a s defined above) . 

8. (Currently Amended) A process for preparing a 1 ,3-benzodioxole-2- 
spirocycloalkane derivative represented by formula (VII) 




R 2 
(VII) 

(wherein R ] r-R 2 and n have the same meanings as d e fin e d above r e sp e ctiv e ly represents 
hydroxy, or substituted or unsubstituted lower alkoxv; R 2 represents substituted or 
unsubstituted aryL or a substituted or unsubstituted aromatic heterocyclic group; and n 
represents an integer of from 1 to 6 ), which compris e s comprises: 

converting a compound represented by formula (IV) 




COOH 
(IV) 

(wher e in R 4 " and n hav e th e sam e m e anings as d e fin e d abov e 
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respectively ) 

into a compound represented by formula (V) 



<jxjQ>. 



0 O 
Y 

(V) 

(wherein R 4 " , n and Y hav e th e same meanings as d e fined above 
respectiv e ly Y represents lower alkvL lower alkenyh lower alkynvL substituted or 
unsubstituted aralkvK substituted or unsubstituted arvL or a substituted or unsubstituted 
aromatic heterocyclic group ); 

adding a base to a mixture containing the resulting compound 

represented by the above formula (V) and a compound represented by formula (VI) 

R 2 -CH 3 
(VI) 

(wh e r e in R 3 has th e sam e meaning as defin e d above) ; 
and allowing the compound represented by the above formula (V) to 
react with the compound represented by the above formula (VI). 



9. (Currently Amended) A process for preparing a compound 
represented by formula (II) 
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9. (Currently Amended) A process for preparing a compound 
represented by formula (II) 




(wherein R 1 has the sam e meaning as d e fin e d abov e represents hydroxy, or substituted or 
unsubstituted lower alkoxy^ which comprises comprises: 

treating a compound represented by forni^«/(I) 




(I) 

(wher e in R* has the same meaning as defined abov e ) with hydrogen 

iodide. 



1 0. (Currently Amended) The process for preparing according to any 
one of Claims 1 to 6 and 8 Claims L 2, 6 or & wherein R 2 is a substituted or unsubstituted 
aromatic heterocyclic group. 
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1 1 . (Currently Amended) The process for preparing according to any one 
of Claims 1 to 10 Claims 1, 2 and 6-9, wherein R 1 is methoxy. 



12. (New) The process for preparing a 1 ,3-benzodioxole-2- 
. spirocycloalkane derivative according to Claim 3, wherein Y is n-butyl. 

13. (New) The process for preparing a l,3-benzodioxole-2- 
spirocycloalkane derivative according to Claim 4, wherein Y is w-butyl. 

14. (New) The process for preparing according to Claim 10, wherein R 1 

is methoxy. 
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